204	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
"Then you had better get up," the Moon Lady said, "and
I will tell them to make some gruel for you/'
Hsi-men Ch'ing got up but did not wash. He put on a
velvet gown and a felt hat and went to his study in the garden.
Now that Shu T'ung had gone, Hsi-m6n Ch'ing had told
Wang Ching to wait upon him in this study and Ch'un Hung
to look after the study in the outer court. In winter Hsi-men^
usually came to this garden study. There was a fire beneath
the floor and a large bronze brazier. The winter blinds were
drawn. In the middle room were some chia chih peaches,
chrysanthemums of many different kinds, a few slender bam-
boos of great delicacy, and orchids. Writing materials and
vases with the plum-blossom pattern-books, and musical
instruments were set out with great care.
When Hsi-m£n Ch'ing came in, Wang Ching hastened to
burn incense in a small gold burner. Hsi-men bade him tell
Lai An to go for Ying Po-chiieh. Then P'ing An came and
told Wang Ching that Little Chou, the barber, had come.
Hsi-m6n Ch'ing gave orders that he should be sent in. The
barber came and kotow&d.
"You have come at the right moment," Hsi-m8n said to
him, "Now comb my hair and massage my body," He asked
the barber why it was so long since he had last been there.
"I heard that the Sixth Lady had died and that you were
very busy."
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing sat down on a comfortable chair and Little
Chou dressed his hair. Lai An came with Ying Po-chiieh.
Po-chiieh was wearing a felt hat, a green velvet gown, and a
pair of old black boots with palm-leaf goloshes over them. He
made a reverence to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing. Hsi-men, who was still
having his hair dressed, told him not to stand on ceremony
but to sit down, Ying Po-chtieh pulled out a chair and sat
down beside the brazier.
"Why are you dressed like this?" Hsi-mSn said.
"Don't you know?" said Po-chileh. "It is snowing and
very cold. I did not get home before cock-crow and this
morning I did not feel at all anxious to get up. If you hadn't
sent your boy, I should have been asleep still. You must be
strong or you wouldn't be able to get up so early. If I were
in your place I should never get up at all."

